Over the past 100 years the use of radio
waves has transformed our lives in ways
which would have been unimaginable
even in Victorian days. More recently the
use of wireless to connect networks of
computers has enabled many new ways
of working.

Networking

Networking computers by whatever

means brings huge benefits in terms of

sharing resources such as printers and

internet connections. It makes it easier

to backup the data on one computer onto

another and vica-versa. It gives flexibility

of use for hot-desking. Most businesses

will have experienced these benefits for a

number of years. The disadvantage of all

this has been the need to have fixed cabling which is both expensive and inflexible.

Benefits

Modern wireless network systems are almost as fast as wired systems for a small
network and are far more flexible. Are you just moving into an office but finding it
hard to decide on the location of the desks? Consider wireless connections while
you settle your layout. Do you use a laptop while you are out of the office but are fed
up with fiddling with wires when you want to connect to the office LAN? Consider
wireless. Do you need to operate portable machines in various parts of your building,
in a warehouse for example. Consider wireless.

Disadvantages

So surely there are some disadvantages? Well, perfomance can be an issue where
large numbers of computers are concerned. Some environments can be hostile to
wireless networks, thick stone walls or some factory areas for example. Before you
commit to expenditure on equipment it is worth surveying hthe site to assertain
whether it is likely to be suitable for wireless networking.

Security

The major concern with wireless networks is security. Never set up a network
straight 'out of the box' it will work but will be open for all to use. This is the point at
which we need to use some technical terms. At very least use 128 bhit WEP encrytion.
If possible hide the SSID and restrict access from all but trusted computers (using the
MAC address). If you have any doubts about your knowledge in this area take some
professional advice.

Despite these concerns the benefits of more flexible working are huge and careful
design and installation of wireless networking can bring you huge benefits.



Free help sheet

For a free wireless networking help sheet email itmatters@itsolve.co.uk stating
whether your interest is in personal or business networks.
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